Apache Peak - 6/23/09

Posted by Brian Kalet - 2009/06/25 14:57

Access from Fort Collins, CO:

CO 14 East

I-25 South

CO 66 West

CO 7 West

CO 72 South

Brainard Lake Road west to closure
Drive Time: ~1:15

David Holmberg, Evan Blumberg and | hiked up the primarily dry road to the Long Lake Trailhead. We continued up the
Long Lake Trail to Lake Isabelle, then west to the unnamed lake at 11420’ and up to the basin below Apache Couloir.
We climbed Apache Couloir to the south ridge of Apache Peak, then followed the ridge to the summit. We descended
back to the top of the couloir and descended finding overly soft, but smooth snow. The maximum angle in the coulor was
about 45 degrees. We were hoping to ski the Navajo Snowfield, but snow conditions were unfavorable. We were able to
ski back down to Lake Isabelle before converting back to trail runners.

Elevation: ~3040’
Distance: ~10 miles
Time: ~6 h

Apache Peak
http://lh4.ggpht.com/_07MsSr5xEy4/SkGt4CjOhjl/AAAAAAAAB3A/0XRI9X Xaulg/s800/line.JPG

Navajo Peak
http://Ih5.ggpht.com/_07MsSr5xEy4/SkGuFzt08NI/AAAAAAAABIE/mEdDMjXHaok/s800/apache%20004.jpg

Shoshoni Peak
http://lh3.ggpht.com/_07MsSr5xEy4/SkGuS0ZGtwl/AAAAAAAAB3I/BJKNQMr7h1g/s800/apache%20005.jpg

David skiing out of the couloir
http://Ih6.ggpht.com/_07MsSr5xEy4/SkGubldccPI/AAAAAAAAB3M/INgkMgrPn7M/s800/apache%20012.jpg

Map
http://lh6.ggpht.com/_07MsSr5xEy4/SkPvahlwfSI/AAAAAAAABA40/iBdvWIi92PGA/s800/map.JPG

Photos

Re:Apache Peak - 6/23/09

Posted by clarkboulder - 2009/07/09 09:22

Hi, Thansk for the report. | am considering skiing Apache Couloir this weekend...You mention the snow was overly soft.
Was this a factor of the time of day you descended or is the snow losing its structure? Do you think the snow is still
skiable this weekend? Queen's Way? Navajo Snowfield?...why were conditions unfavorable? Frozen or rotten or melted?
Any beta would be appreciated.

Aaron

Re:Apache Peak - 6/23/09

Posted by Brian Kalet - 2009/07/12 22:32

Definitely start early, but look at the overnight lows as well.
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Re:Apache Peak - 6/23/09

Posted by clarkboulder - 2009/07/13 07:04

Overnight lows are not low enough. didn't make the trip this weekend. Plan to ski Crystal Peak in Tenmile Range Tues.
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